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Parks Advisory Board
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Monthly Board Meeting Draft MINUTES – February 18, 2025
 Attendees    
Board Members present: Jeffrey Grimshaw, Kim Sinistore, Marisol Jimenez, Marcela Bobe, 
Dana Dapson – Recreation Leader,
CAC Liaisons: Deborah Bliss 
Excused: Stephanie Conte, Annette Kirlew, Mario Sansotta, Common Council Liaison: Councilman Kathie Talbot, Jonathan Zamora- Community Hub Director
 The Goal of the Parks Advisory Board is to ensure that the Parks and Recreation operation’s resources are allocated effectively to the greater benefit of the City and its residents. Adopted 1.21.25.
Agenda
Call to Order – 6:32pm
Acceptance of Minutes – JANUARY Meeting – Motion to approve with change to pab focus of dana dapson’s name to Kathie talbot. Kim moved, Marisol 2nd all approved.
 
1. City Budget Process and Updates – Discuss – Budget information provided by Johnthan. Connecting with DPW/PARKS Lead. (Tabled this to review at March meeting) Dana Lapson requesting new Parks/DPW Supervisor to attend a future meeting. 
2. Events – recurring and new – Tracking of numbers, types, planning and impact of events in the parks:
a. Discussion – Collaborations with organizations to build on to programs – Skating Rink information provided and included $4,500 cost for 4 hours and that funding obtained. Discussion was held about adding this onto existing fall/winter events, specifically the Tree Lighting Ceremony.  Details of the agreement Mario discussed with the potential sponsors will be discussed next month, when Mario is in attendance. 
3. Strategic Planning – Discussion about Johnathan’s presentation to Common Council: (Report to be provided at March meeting). The Advisory Board will also set a timeline to develop the Board’s strategic plan.
4. Facility Issues – Discussion – 
a. Parking Discussions – Marcela’s activity report – Marcela to email – Marcela reported successful meetings with the Peekskill Police Department and the Peekskill School District Athletic Director and Security Director. They are all willing to implement a parking plan utilizing the School District Security staff. They are requesting permission from the City Manager to control the parking on City property since the roadways in Depew Park fall under City control. Marcela will provide a written description of the plan to be submitted to the City Manager.
b. Facility Projects – Current list of items. Gazebo discussion – Gazebo is on list for renovation, and included in the New City Parks grant. Requesting copy of grant and specific projects covered in grant.
5. Communication – Discussion – PAB email exists, promotion in City newsletter and announcement at public events. A discussion was had about marketing efforts of Parks events at the Riverfront Green and Pugsley Park. Jeff supported Kim and Jonathan to hold a separate meeting about marketing status, the Hub Newsletters and Kim’s connections to musical acts that might be used for the Wednesday night performances. Kim will report the result of the meeting at the next meeting.
a. Newsletter – Suggested names for Parks & Recreation newsletter… The Hub, The HUB Happenings, Community Corner, Community Chat, Community Connect or Connection. Kim will discuss the names, format and content in her meeting with Jonathan.
b. PAB Email is: pabinfo@cityofpeekskillny.gov and will be reviewed by Jeff Grimshaw and Stephanie Conte.   This email contact information will be promoted in the City Newsletter, according to Jonathan.
CAC Liaison Report – Deborah Bliss –
Parks Tentative Yearly Events- CAC would like to table and reach out to organizations to set up participation. Recreational Leader to provide information to CAC. 
Lake Mitchell-
· CAC reached out to Johnathan to have a meeting with John Neering and CAC possibly do a more environmentally sustainable and more cost-effective remedy that has been done previously. 
· CAC is also researching ways to remediate the invasive plants on and around the lake. 
Overlook Park (1410 Crompond Road)-
· Site Visit with Kirk Dapson and CAC. Decision to apply a phased approach to the project. 
· Next step is contacting City Manager, Mathew Alexander, to let him know our intent. Second step, set up a call with representatives from WE ACT’S EPA Region 2 Thriving Communities Technical Assistance Center to find funding sources. CAC has already attended an info gathering session last week regarding this process. 

New Business
· Kim is reaching out to Matthew Rudikoff, Carol Samol, and City Manager, Matthew Alexander for an update to City of Peekskill’s DRI Marketing and Branding work.

Next Meeting – March 18, 2025 @ 6:30PM 
Meeting Adjourned – 7:32pm
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