[image: A blue and white logo

Description automatically generated]

Parks Advisory Board
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Monthly Board Meeting Minutes – May 20, 2025
Attendees    
Board Members: Jeffrey Grimshaw, Kim Sinistore, Marisol Jimenez, Marcela Bobe, Stephanie Conte, Mario Sansotta
Recreation Leader: Dana Dapson
CAC Liaisons: Deborah Bliss 
Common Council Liaison: Councilman Kathie Talbot, Jonathan Zamora- Community Hub Director
 The Goal of the Parks Advisory Board is to ensure that the Parks and Recreation operation’s resources are allocated effectively to the greater benefit of the City and its residents. Adopted 1.21.25.
Minutes
Call to Order  - Conte 1st, Sinistore 2nd 
Acceptance of Minutes  – April Meeting –Sinistore 1st, Conte 2nd 
1. Events – recurring and new 
· The City’s deadline for a list of capital projects is due in June. Zamora will share the department’s current prioritized list with the PAB prior to our next meeting so the group can review and advise. 
· Discussion – Collaborations with organizations to build on to programs – Skating Rink Idea update – December 6, 2025 
i. BID Collaboration - Jonathan Zamora spoke with Bill Powers.
1. To participate, the BID would need a proposal from us by July 1. 
ii. Paramount Theater Collaboration – Kathie Talbot met with the Paramount and they are enthusiastic about the idea of participating in some way, perhaps with a movie showing, sometime in that December weekend.
2. Strategic Planning – Brainstorming ideas discussion – Refinement of the list – Organized list into like categories
3. Facility Issues – Discussion 
· Parking Discussions – Kathie Talbot Meeting Report
i. Talbot met with the police chief about the parking issues surfaced by the PAB in Depew Park during school sporting events. While the Council seems to remain committed to not putting the existing chain up, Talbot asked the chief to have an officer drive through the park on event days. 
1. The PAB will deliver a letter to the police chief outlining the parking/safety issues in the park and requesting action. 
· Facility Projects – Grant funding and projects updates – Dana Dapson 
i. The pool grant is still ongoing – waiting on NYS to reword the grant application so Peekskill qualifies.
4. Communication – Discussion 
· Newsletter – The Hub - First issue report
i. The Hub has a readership of about 80 people with a good open rate
· PAB Email is: pabinfo@cityofpeekskillny.gov - Discussion of emails received – Jeff Grimshaw
i. Brian Orsi sent an email to PAB Info notifying of a permit issue for an event planned to be held at Esther Pl. The issue has been resolved, and Orsi’s event will take place in Pugsley Park instead.
5. Programs 
· Update on Programs – Johnathan Zamora
i. The department is exploring new signage to deter smoking in the parks. The PAB made a few suggestions to make the signs more encompassing (to include marijuana and vaping, for example). 
ii. The PAB also discussed the possibility of a Park Ranger in the near future to tackle enforcement issues in the parks specifically. The PAB also suggested a neighborhood watch program. 
iii. The department is piloting a community ambassador program this summer to increase the hospitality level in Depew Park. These will be part-time jobs for adults/college students. 
iv. A five-year 40-passenger school bus lease was approved for Parks & Rec, Seniors, and Youth Bureau.
v. The group discussed potential sponsorships for recreation activities, like those currently accepted as banners for the stadium. 
vi. Zamora noted the need for Recreation to be branded in Peekskill and shared ideas for said branding opportunities. 
1. Talbot mentioned the City hired a marketing team from Canada who has been interviewing people at the riverfront regarding logos and branding. 
CAC Liaison Report – CAC 
· The ribbon-cutting for food scraps was a success. 
· The tree inventory kicked off May 6.
· A compost giveaway was approved in Depew Park by the pool parking lot. 
· The CAC is trying to host a first-ever Moth-A-Palooza in the evening of July 21 or 22 in the park. Families can attend and identify moths as they migrate.
· The mayor’s Monarch Project was put through. They are looking for locations and fixing areas that have been mowed down, perhaps transforming them into intentional meadows. 
New Business
· Matt Alexander Meeting review
· Jeff Grimshaw met with City Manager Matt Alexander to discuss the PAB’s interest in being more involved ahead of decision-making meetings to advise.
Next Meeting – June  10, 2025 @ 6:30PM 
Meeting Adjourned – Sinistore 1st, Jimenez 2nd 
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