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Parks Advisory Board
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Monthly Board Meeting Minutes – October 21, 2025
Attendees
Board Members: Jeffrey Grimshaw, Kim Sinistore, Marisol Jimenez, Stephanie Conte, Veronica Taylor
City Management: Jonathan Zamora- Community Hub Director
Recreation Leader: Dana Dapson
CAC Liaisons: Deborah Bliss 
Excused Absences: Annette Kirlew, Mario Sansotta, Councilman Kathie Talbot
The goal of the Parks Advisory Board is to ensure that the Parks and Recreation operation’s resources are allocated effectively to the greater benefit of the city and its residents. Adopted 1.21.25.
Agenda
Call to Order – 6:28PM – Conte 1st; Sinistore 2nd 
Acceptance of Minutes – September Meeting – Sinistore 1st; Jimenez 2nd
1. Facility Issues – Discussion – Jonathan Zamora
· Facility Projects – Grant funding and projects updates – Depew Park
i. Zamora provided a handout from New City Parks for the board’s review. The handout maps out the group’s priority phases and funding for Depew Park projects. The group expects to be shovel=ready in the summer.
· Capital Projects List
i. Budget review for programs – revenue and expenses: Which programs are working and which are not? Sponsorships are expected to bring in additional revenue next fiscal year. The 2026 budget is expected to bring in $565,000 in revenue but spend $972,671. This is a shift from the 2025 figures: ~$360,000 in revenue and ~1,066,633 in expenses. 
2. Communication – Discussion 
· Newsletter –The Hub- report
i. Zamora met with the Guns to Gardens representative, who supplied a concept of green spaces/public art in parks.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk214294111]Programs 
· Christmas Market – Update – Jonathan Zamora
i. BID proposed the parking lot by the firehouse, but the board agreed this is a bit too far from the tree lighting. Parks proposed the SunRiver Health lot. 
· Update on Fall programs – Dana Dapson
i. Everything is in full swing. Enrollment is big for swim, basketball is attempting a tri-county league, flag football is good, soccer has been growing in numbers, and pumpkin painting went well. Jimenez suggested a volleyball league for middle schoolers since she encounters a lot of middle schoolers interested in playing when she plays. 
· CAC Liaison Report – CAC – Deborah Bliss
· Bliss showed a proposed sign for places where wild plantings will be as part of the Mayor’s Monarch Pledge.
· A tree board was approved in September and will meet four times a year.
· The group is trying to get an application in for an Urban Forestry Grant for planting and maintaining trees.
· The garlic festival is coming back to Peekskill regeneration farm.
· Mayors Monarch Pledge 
· Garlic Festival at Peekskill Regeneration Farm- November 15 (CAC in attendance)
· Urban and Community Forestry Grants (CAC research)
· Tree Board approved to be established by Mayor and Common Council in September
New Business
1. Bliss asked if anyone would be interested in liaising with the tree inventory committee. Conte and SInistore expressed they are open to doing so but requested to follow up over email.
2. Lake Mitchell – Grimshaw is still waiting for the results from sampling.
3. Grimshaw announced he will be stepping down as chair of the board at the end of the year.

Next Meeting – November 18, 2025 @ 6:30PM
Meeting Adjourned – 7:10PM - Conte 1st, Sinistore 2nd 
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