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Parks Advisory Board
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Monthly Board Meeting Minutes – November 18, 2025
Attendees    
Board Members: Jeffrey Grimshaw, Kim Sinistore, Marisol Jimenez, Stephanie Conte, Annette Kirlew, Veronica Taylor
City Management: Jonathan Zamora- Community Hub Director
Recreation Leader: Dana Dapson
CAC Liaisons: Deborah Bliss 
Common Council Liaison: Councilman Kathie Talbot
Excused Absences: Mario Sansotta
The Goal of the Parks Advisory Board is to ensure that the Parks and Recreation operation’s resources are allocated effectively to the greater benefit of the city and its residents. Adopted 1.21.25.
Minutes
Call to Order  - 6:34PM – Conte 1st; Sinistore 2nd 
Acceptance of Minutes - October Meeting –  Sinistore 1st; Jimenez 2nd 
1. Facility Issues – Discussion – Jonathan Zamora
· Financial update – The budget is expected to be voted on during the December council meeting. The fireworks displays at Fourth of July and New Year’s are big-ticket items due to tariff increases (45%). They are also seeking sponsorships for these displays.
· Facility Projects – Grant funding and projects updates – Depew Park
i. The county has grants available for athletics and recreation through The Youth Bureau. The basketball program in Peekskill is now paid through a grant.
· Capital Projects List
i. A new website called Destination Peekskill is expected to launch in February 2026, which will have sponsors. They are working on the planning process for reaching out to sponsors.
ii. PB Runs would like to do an annual 5K event at Riverview Park in the spring, followed by a celebration at River Outpost.
iii. The tree lighting will be December 6; the flyer was shared with the board. Snow globes will be set up in Pugsley along with hot cocoa before the tree lighting. 
iv. A flyer for “100 Fun Things to Do in Peekskill” was shared with the board.
v. They are speaking with organizers of the Reindeer Run to organize the run in Depew.
2. Communication – Discussion 
· Newsletter –The Hub- report
i. 400 subscribers so far!
3. Programs 
· Christmas Market – Update – Jonathan Zamora
i. At the time of the meeting, the ice skating rink was placed on temporary hold until next year unless funding came through.
· Update on Winter programs – Dana Dapson
i. Basketball and tennis are ongoing. There is ongoing turf surfacing within the Admin building, and they are hoping to get soccer in there. They are talking to the school about teaming up for a wrestling team. The group explored swim lessons and accessibility for neurodivergent youth.
CAC Liaison Report – CAC – Deborah Bliss
· It seems like the dredging at the damn won’t go through; looking to apply for a grant to help tackle overgrowth. $220K was budgeted for capital improvements. 
· Mayor’s Monarch Pledge identified three possible sites for plantings: Peekskill Regeneration Farm, Peekskill Middle School, Woodside Elementary. The group handed out milkweed at events the past month.
· The park space on 202 is at a standstill while funding is sorted out.

New Business
· Sinistore noted concerns with the organized track program that runs frequently in the park without lights or permits as a safety concern and as a liability to the city. Since the park closes at sundown, the team should not be meeting past park hours. Sinistore motioned to advise Zamora to make contact with the team’s organizer to adhere to policies. All members agreed. 
· Grimshaw shared that the next meeting in December will be his last as he resigns from the board. This will leave two openings on the board.

Next Meeting – December 9, 2025 @ 6:30PM
Meeting Adjourned – 7:20 PM –Grimshaw 1st; Sinistore 2nd 
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