City of Peekskill Police Reform Task Force Elects Chair,
Creates Committees, and Sets Calendar of Public Meetings

Peekskill, N.Y. (October 21, 2020) — The City of Peekskill Police Reform Task Force recently met to review its
purpose, establish committees, appoint officers and create a schedule of public and confidential meetings. The
purpose of the Task Force is to respond to Governor Cuomo’s Emergency Order calling upon City Managers
and Police Chiefs to create a community dialogue around police reform issues and propose recommendations
to the City Council by April 2021.

In July and August, the City Manager and Police Chief convened an Organizing Committee to study the
governor’s order and to recruit a Task Force of community members and policy experts to facilitate community
engagement. The full Task Force convened a public kickoff meeting and heard public comment on October 1,
a meeting that was broadcast on TV and accessible via Zoom and in-person at the Neighborhood Center. The
Task Force met again on October 8 to establish its structure, and on October 15 to elect a chair, finalize
committees and appoint Task Force members to these committees.

Antonio Knott and Mayor Andre Rainey were voted as co-chairs of the Task Force. Eileen Sullivan was also
elected as Secretary. For a complete list of Task Force members, visit: https:/bit.ly/2FTQ4qR.

Open Meetings Schedule: The Task Force members have adopted a minimum schedule of public meetings
at 7:00pm, via Zoom, on November 5, December 17 and January 21. Other dates may be added. These
meetings will include time for public comment, as well as Task Force committee reports and invited
presentations. Meeting details will be posted to the Task Force webpage and promoted via the City’s Facebook
page. While the Task Force is committed to public participation and bound by the Governor’s Order to solicit
and incorporate public comment, it isn’t bound by the NYS Open Meetings law and will conduct non-public
working sessions with intent to report back during public meetings.

Working Meetings Schedule: The Task Force members have adopted a calendar of weekly working
meetings during which committees will convene and then report out to the full Task Force.

Committees: Each committee has an appointed chair. Committees will convene on an ad hoc basis, as
needed, to develop recommendations. Committee chairs may invite additional members of the public to attend
and serve. Committees and their chairs, with contact information, are:

Education, Training and Equipment - Valerie Eaton, valerieceaton@gmail.com
Community Engagement - Jennifer Carpenter, carpenterj115@gmail.com
Policies and Procedures - Derek Wright, truth112234@aol.com

Transparency and Accountability - Joseph Teel, josephfteel@yahoo.com
Recruitment and Hiring - Tricia Pickering, Patriciaapick@gmail.com
Organizing Committee - Antonio Knott, antonioknott@gmail.com
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Public Participation: The public is invited to participate in several ways:

o Attend a public meeting to listen or make comment.

o Contact a committee chair to get involved in a committee.

o Review Task Force information available on the City website.

o Submit written comments to the Task Force email address. Comments will be shared with the whole
Task Force (policetaskforce10566@gmail.com).
Submit written comments on the draft report to the City Council when this becomes

o



o available in early 2021.
o Attend City Council meetings when Task Force recommendations are discussed.

Peekskill City Hall is located at 840 Main Street in Peekskill, N.Y. and can be reached at 914-737-3400. For
the latest news and updates, visit the City of Peekskill online at www.cityofpeekskill.com and on Facebook
(@PeekskillGov).

About the City of Peekskill

The City of Peekskill is a thriving, historic community located on the banks of the Hudson River. Just under one
hour north of New York City, Peekskill is culturally and economically vibrant with abundant natural resources
due to its location on the river and at the gateway to the Hudson Highlands. The waterfront, with over three
miles of continuous parkland, is a regional destination with a variety of active and passive recreation, as well
as breathtaking views of the Hudson River. While Peekskill’'s waterfront parks, walking trails and dog park
remain open during the coronavirus pandemic, guidelines for social distancing are enforced. The downtown
area features an array of dining establishments. Home to a growing arts community, Peekskill is also a hub for
new-generation technology and multimedia. For more information, visit www.cityofpeekskill.com.
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